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Note: Authoritative definitions of many terms used in positional astronomy can be found in the Glossary
(Section M) of the Astronomical Almanac for any given year.

2MASS Two Micron All Sky Survey
AC Astrographic Catalogue
ACRS Astrographic Catalogue Reference Stars
ACT Astrographic Catalogue + Tycho Reference Catalog
BIH Bureau International de L’Heure (International Bureau of Time)
BIPM Bureau International des Poids et Mesures (International Bureau

of Weights and Measures)
CTIO Cerro Tololo Interamerican Observatory
EOP Earth Orientation Parameters
ET Ephemeris Time
FAME Full-sky Astrometric Mapping Explorer
FK5 Fifth Fundamental Catalog
FTS Fourier Transform Spectrometer
GAIA Global Astrometric Interferometer for Astrophysics
GEO Geo-synchronous Earth Orbit
GEODSS Ground-based Electro-Optical Deep Space Surveillance System
GMT Greenwich Mean Time
GPS Global Positioning System
GSC Hubble Guide Star Catalog
HIP Hipparcos
HMNAO Her Majesty’s Nautical Almanac Office
HST Hubble Space Telescope
ICRF International Celestial Reference Frame
ICRS International Celestial Reference System
IERS International Earth Rotation Service
INS Inertial Navigation System
IPAC Infrared Processing and Analysis Center
IR Infrared
IRAS Infrared Astronomical Satellite
IRS International Reference Stars
ITU International Telecommunication Union
LEO Low Earth Orbit
LINEAR Lincoln Near-Earth Asteroid Research Project
LWIR Long Wavelength Infrared
mas milliarcsecond
MICA Multiyear Interactive Computer Almanac
MIDEX Medium Class Explorer
MOSS Moron Optical Space Surveillance
MSX Midcourse Space Experiment
NGST Next Generation Space Telescope
NIMA National Imaging and Mapping Agency
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NOFS Naval Observatory Flagstaff Station
NOVAS Naval Observatory Vector Astrometry Subroutines
NPOI Navy Prototype Optical Interferometer
NVG Night Vision Goggles
PMM Precision Measuring Machine
PPM Positions and Proper Motions Catalog
SAO Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory
SI Systeme International
SIM Space Interferometry Mission
SLAC Solar/Lunar Almanac Core
STELLA System to Estimate Latitude and Longitude Astronomically
SWIR Short Wavelength Infrared
TAI International Atomic Time
TDRSS Tracking and Delay Rate Satellite System
TT Terrestrial Time
uas or µas microarcsecond
UCAC USNO CCD Astrograph Catalog Project
UCAC1 Preliminary version of USNO CCD Astrograph Catalog
UT Universal Time
UT1 Universal Time as determined from the Earth’s rotation angle
UTC Coordinated Universal Time
VLA Very Large Array
VLBI Very Long Baseline Interferometry
WCCD Washington Comprehensive Catalog Database
WDS Washington Double Star Catalog
WSSL Washington Select Star List
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